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Initial potential Questions: 

● Were the footballs in the exact same environment?
● What was the temperature outside?
● How old were the footballs?
● What were the weather conditions?
● What was the air temp in the football before and after?
● What was the temp outside before and after?
● Was the air pressure changed?
● Initial pressure and post pressure?



Claim:

The atmospheric conditions (including temperature) did not change the pressure of the balls 
at halftime, meaning the patriots tampered with the footballs during the 1st half of the AFC 
Championship Game.



Evidence:

When the temperature drops from 71 degrees Fahrenheit to 48 degrees Fahrenheit the pressure of the Patriots 
footballs goes from 27.2 psi to 26 psi (Meaning that all the football pressures should be at roughly 26 psi, solely 
by the change in temperature within the game). Reviewed in the Wells Report, 8 out of the 11 footballs were 
below the psi of 26. The Colts footballs did not significantly change in psi, with none of their footballs going 
below 26.8 psi during the official check. 
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Reasoning:
The environmental factors changed the pressure of the football, but they did not cause a strong enough affect for the 
drastic pressure change that occurred during the game. Every other football game hasn’t had this much controversy 
over the pressure of its footballs. The NFL league does not condone cheating in any way, shape or form. The protocol of 
the NFL is all of the playing regulations be fair for each and every team. With the investigation team, noticing the 
significant difference in pressures for only one team, the spectators can become more suspicious. Proving through the 
use of the gas laws, the pressure is not affected by the temperature change as much as the results show in the Wells 
Report, from the investigation team. Through all of this, our claim is supported, that the environmental factors 
aren’t responsible for the total amount of deflation, or pressure lost throughout the game. 


